F. Anarcho-Theocracy and Providence: The State
If God never commanded men to form a State, why do such empires exist?

The answer is “Providence.” 

Romans 13 says God “ordained” the State. 

This does not mean the State has God's ethical commendation or seal of approval. 

Romans 13 says the State is the “minister” or “deacon” of God. 

But Isaiah 13 says the bloodthirsty nation which destroyed Babylon “served” God's purposes. God calls these murderous rapists “My sanctified ones.” 

Murder is evil. 

God sometimes sends murderers in divine judgment against sin. Just because he is “sent” by God, and merely because his evil act “serves” God’s purposes, does not justify the murderer.

God has predestined the State. The State is evil. God has predestined evil. 

The conclusion is difficult to accept, but the premises are Scripturally true and the logic is inescapable.

Thesis 40: Romans 8:28 and The State
Thesis 41: God's Sovereign Ordering of Every State
Thesis 42: As With All Angelic Activity, No State Action Is Coincidental or Random
Thesis 43: The State Serves God by Sinning
Thesis 44: The State As Sanctified “Servant” / “Deacon” / “Minister”
Thesis 45: The State Does Not Serve God Self-Consciously
Thesis 46: Only One King Self-Consciously Serves God
Thesis 47: Judgment of The State in Heaven and Earth
Thesis 48: Moloch-Worship and the Nature of Idols
Thesis 49: War and “the Sword”
Thesis 50: The Throne of David
Conclusion: At no time in the Old Covenant did God command men to form "the State." The desire for a State was a rejection of God. God raises up evil empires to "serve" His purposes of vengeance, but the men participating in these acts of violence are judged by God.



THESIS 40: ROMANS 8:28 AND THE STATE

All things -- even evil things -- work together to serve God's purposes[140] because evil is predestined and dispatched by God.[141] Often the evil things which God sends are the armies of depraved empires.[142] Evil is carried out according to God's sovereign plan by statist politicians, generals, and others, who think they are exercising their "free will."[143] Sometimes the evil God causes an empire to do makes the State its own worst enemy.[144] (Some would prefer to believe that God does not "predestine" evil, but that it "just happens."[145] Such Arminians [and other politicians] receive God's judgment.[146]) As pacifists (#78, #79, #80), Christians are not to resist the evil State with violence, but are to "submit" to it.[147] But this fact (that we are to "submit" to the State, the evil acts of evil politicians) does not mean that they have a morally legitimate existence, even though we recognize that they were "ordained" (predestined) by God.[148] God often sends angels to carry out evil acts, or to prompt human beings to do evil.[149] These angels or demons are often called "powers."[150] Providence, Pacifism, and the Powers: this is the context in which we must understand that much-abused passage, Romans 13:1-7.

____________________

140. Romans 8:28.

141. Deuteronomy 31:29; Joshua 23:15; 1 Kings 14:9-10; 21:29; 2 Kings 21:12; 22:16,20; Nehemiah 13:18; Numbers 14:35; Deuteronomy 29:21; 30:15; Judges 2:15; Job 2:10; 42:11; Psalm 54:5; Isaiah 45:7; Jeremiah 6:19; 11:11; 18:11; 19:3,15; 23:12; 25:32; 32:42; 35:17; 36:3,31; 39:16; 44:2; 51:64; 42:6; 26:3; 26:13; Lamentations 3:38; Ezekiel 7:3-5; Daniel 9:12:14; Amos 3:6; Micah 1:12; 2:3; 2 Samuel 17:14.

142. Leviticus 26:25; Judges 3:12; 2 Samuel 7:14; 12:11; 1 Kings 5:4; 9:9; 2 Kings 19:7; 2 Chronicles 20:9; Proverbs 16:4; 1 Chronicles 5:26; Jeremiah 4:6; 9:16; 21:10; 24:10; 25:27,29; 29:17; 42:17; 44:27; 49:37; Ezekiel 5:17; 14:21; 28:23; 29:19-20; Jeremiah 49:37; Amos 9:4; [the "sword"].

143. Genesis 50:20; 2 Samuel 17:14; Isaiah 10:5-7; Micah 4:11-13; Acts 2:23; 4:24-29; 13:27-28; Revelation 17:17.

144. Exodus 14:4; Deuteronomy 2:30; 1 Kings 12:15; Daniel 11:27.

145. 1 Samuel 6:9.

146. Zephaniah 1:12.

147. Matthew 5:39,41; Jeremiah 29:7; 27:12; 38:17-18; Romans 12:14,18 - 13:4; 1 Peter 2:11-24.

148. Isaiah 10:12; Jeremiah 30:16; Matthew 26:52.

149. 2 Samuel 24:16; Psalm 78:49; Judges 9:23-24; 1 Samuel 16:14-16; Luke 4:5-7.

150. Ephesians 6:12; Colossians 2:15; 1 Corinthians 15:24; Ephesians 2:2; 1:19-21.



THESIS 41: GOD'S SOVEREIGN ORDERING OF EVERY STATE

The decisions of all kings and other political leaders are under the complete sovereign control of God. Even political and military decisions which are patently lawless and work great evil and injustice are predestined by God[151] and serve His purposes (#44). God hardens the hearts of Pharaohs and other political gods[152] so that their empires would be destroyed in judgment[153] and so that God's covenant promises of cursing upon disobedience would be fulfilled.[154] All imperial acts are calculated and predestined by God for the execution of God's judgment and His Kingdom purposes.[155]
____________________

151. Proverbs 16:4; Isaiah 45:7; Jeremiah 4:6; 21:10; Amos 3:6; 9:4; Micah 2:3

152. Romans 9:17

153. Luke 1:52-53

154. Exodus 7:3-5; #5
155. 1 Chronicles 5:26; Proverbs 21:1; Isaiah 40:23



THESIS 42: AS WITH ALL ANGELIC ACTIVITY, NO STATE ACTION IS COINCIDENTAL OR RANDOM

Like pestilence, famine, and storm, the State is ordered by God[156] for the judgment of other statists.[157] Like pestilence, famine, and storm, these acts are attributable to personal angelic forces.[158] Stars are associated with both the State[159] and other forms of pestilence and storm.[160]
____________________

156. Romans 13:1

157. Habakkuk 1:12; 1 Samuel 8:11-20

158. Ezekiel 1; 10; Psalm 18:9-12; 104:2-4; Exodus 19:6 + Hebrews 2:2; 2 Samuel 24:16; Psalm 78:49

159. Isaiah 45:12-13; Jeremiah 10:1-16; 8:1-2; Amos 5:26; Zephaniah 1:5; Isaiah 24:21; Judges 5:20; Acts 7:42-43

160. Job 38:7; Isaiah 14:13; Revelation 12:4



THESIS 43: THE STATE SERVES GOD BY SINNING

By His decree, God can be said to "command" nations to do His bidding, carrying out His judgments against covenant-breakers.[161] The acts of rape, murder, theft, and violence committed by the "State" are nevertheless contrary to God's written (revealed) commands, and these political machines will be judged for their lawless "obedience" to God's "command."[162]
____________________

161. Isaiah 10:6

162. Isaiah 10:12



THESIS 44: THE STATE AS SANCTIFIED "SERVANT"/ "DEACON"/"MINISTER"

The lawless raiders of the State, be they agents of War or agents of Revenue, are so firmly in the hand of the LORD[163] and so completely dedicated (useful) to His purposes that they may be said to be His "sanctified ones."[164] They so serve His purposes of anger,[165] indignation,[166] wrath,[167] and vengeance,[168] that they may be called His "ministers" (from deaconeo, "to serve"), and a pagan king can even be called His "christ"[169] although he does not know the Lord or honor Jesus as the Christ of christs and King of kings.[170]
____________________

163. Proverbs 21:1

164. Isaiah 13:3

165. Isaiah 13:3

166. Isaiah 10:5

167. Isaiah 10:6

168. Romans 13:4

169. Isaiah 45:1 -- "anointed king"

170. Isaiah 45:5



THESIS 45: THE STATE DOES NOT SERVE GOD SELF-CONSCIOUSLY

Nevertheless,[171] these same "ministers" -- kings and leaders of political (polis-centered) systems -- can also be identified with Satan himself.[172] The "State" is only an unwitting "minister."[173] By definition, it is impossible for a State (a system of institutionalized violence and revenge) to self-consciously obey God's Law and serve Christ.[174]
____________________

171. #44
172. Isaiah 14:11-15; Ezekiel 28

173. Isaiah 10:7; #94, #81; #76
174. Romans 12:17-21; #80


THESIS 46: ONLY ONE KING SELF-CONSCIOUSLY SERVES GOD

Although God is continually and sovereignly ordering all political entities for the eventual accomplishment of His purposes, rebellious men do not submit to and honor God as they should. Legal and personal recognition of Christ in the government of human society was prophesied in the Old Testament to be a characteristic of the Age inaugurated by the God-man Jesus Christ at His First Advent.[175] Seated at God's right hand (the Throne of David[176]), He would sovereignly and Spiritually order all things to accomplish justice on earth[177] and men would give due honor to Him.[178] It is the purpose of these Theses to nurture faithful obedience to these Command-Prophecies.

____________________

175. Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7

176. Acts 2:29-36; 13:32-33; #59
177. Isaiah 11; 32:15-18

178. Psalm 22:27-31; 46:10; 66:4; 67:2; 72:8-11,17; 86:9; 102:15-22; 138:1-5; Isaiah 11:9; 27:6,13; 49:22-23; 51:4-5; 60:6; 66:18-23; Jeremiah 3:17; 4:2; Daniel 7:13-22; Micah 4:1-3; Zechariah 2:11; 8:20-23; Malachi 1:11



THESIS 47: JUDGMENT OF THE STATE IN HEAVEN AND EARTH

When States are overthrown and "archists" are put down, their angelic guardians are also judged, and the "stars," "sun" and "moon" are said to cease shining with respect to that empire.[179]
____________________

179. fulfilled prophecies: Isaiah 24:23; 13:10; 34:4; 60:19-20; Jeremiah 4:28; Joel 2:10,31; 3:15; Ezekiel 30:18; 32:7,8; Matthew 24:29; Revelation 17-19; currently being fulfilled: Revelation 21:22-25; 22:5; #90.



THESIS 48: MOLOCH-WORSHIP AND THE NATURE OF IDOLS

Idols are demons (or pin-ups, icons, knick-knacks and/or medallions honoring great heroes of the State, perhaps believed now [after their death] to be demons, climbing the Great Cosmic Ladder of Being, and inspiring some current ruler/hero[180]). Moloch is the Secular State; Moloch worship is the patriotic sacrifice of infants to nationalistic advancement, roughly parallel to the "Amerikanization" of children into worker-drones of the State through State schooling/socialization,[181] but more strikingly seen in abortions, the slaughter of infant humans in the name of national gods such as "the American dream."[182]
____________________

180. 2 Chronicles 11:15; Leviticus 17:7; Jeremiah 7:18; 13:18; Acts 7:43

181. cp. Deuteronomy 6:6-9; #34
182. Leviticus 20:1-5; cp. 1 John 3:16; Philippians 2:4-8; John 15:13



THESIS 49: WAR AND "THE SWORD"

"Sword"[183] does not refer to individual penal sanctions (e.g., "capital punishment"). The shedding of a criminal's blood[184] performed the functions of all other ritual acts of bloodshed, prefiguring the atonement for sin secured by Christ's blood in His execution.[185] "The Sword" refers to national "capital punishment" (i.e., a shedding of blood[186]), which is the sacrifice of a sinful people who will not accept the Lord's sacrifice and righteousness by faith. The sword of vengeance, which belongs to God (#80), is the warfare whereby God slaughters a disobedient people in a fiery sacrifice,[187] relegating these idolatrous self-sacrifices and their dreams of Empire to the "dung-heaps" of history.[188]
____________________

183. cf. Romans 13:4

184. Genesis 9:4-6

185. Numbers 35:31,33; Deuteronomy 21:1,9

186. Ezekiel 35:5-6

187. Deuteronomy 32:43 [NIV]; Judges 20:40; Isaiah 34:5-8; Jeremiah 46:10; Ezekiel 39:17-20; Zephaniah 1:7-8; Matthew 23:35 + Revelation 19:3

188. Exodus 29:14; Leviticus 16:27; Zephaniah 1:17-18



THESIS 50: THE THRONE OF DAVID

[189] [190] [191] [192]
____________________

189. [existence]

190. [conditional]

191. [other holders]

192. [Christ]



Tab 26 – Providence and the State – Page 2 of 7

